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India to deliver Myanmar’s first 
submarine

-Krishna Kataria

India is to soon deliver a kilo-class submarine to the Myanmar 
Navy as reported by the Ministry of External Affairs on Thursday, 
October 15, 2020. This will be the neighbouring country’s first 
submarine. India will be delivering a kilo-class submarine, INS 
Sindhuvir, to the Myanmar Navy. Kilo-class refers to 
diesel-electric attack submarines that were designed and built in the 
erstwhile Soviet Union. MEA spokesperson Anurag Srivastava said 
cooperation in the maritime domain is a part of India’s diverse and 
enhanced engagement with Myanmar as it is one of the strategic 
Southeast Asian neighbours of India. In accordance with India’s 
SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region), this initiative 
will reinforce the maritime capacity building and signify maritime 
cooperation between India and neighbouring states. 

World Powering Up
-Udit Malik

It is projected that electricity generated by most energy sources 
worldwide, with the exception of liquids, will increase in the 
coming years. Electricity from renewable sources is expected to 
experience the largest growth of up to 21.66 trillion kilowatt hours 
in 2050, from almost 7 trillion kilowatt hours in 2018. This 
projection sees increased consumption from all fuel sources, 
except for coal, where demand seems to have plateaued. 
Conventional sources like coal are increasingly being replaced by 
natural gas, renewables, and nuclear power.

The number of people worldwide without access to electricity 
decreased last year from 1000 million to 860 million. Most of the 
progress happened in India.

Thailand rocked by largest student-led 
protests in years

-Vandhana Ramesh

On 16th October, tens of thousands of pro-democracy protestors 
gathered in Bangkok to defy the decree banning protests, and 
decrying the arrests of several activists in on-going crackdowns. In 
the last week alone, 50 protestors and leaders were arrested. The 
eventual deployment of riot police caused the protestors to back 
away to avoid confrontation.

The demonstrations first began in July, when around 3,000 young 
people assembled at Bangkok’s historic Democracy Monument. 
This occured in wake of the dissolution of the pro-democracy 
opposition party, consolidating the power of the Thai Army-backed 
Prime Minister. Thailand's law prevents any criticism of the 
monarch in the country, currently King Maha Vajiralongkorn. 
Months of protests have culminated in the largest ever turnout in 
defiance of Thailand's 'dictatorial' establishment and the monarch's 
control of the military and national wealth. The"three-finger" salute 
has since become a symbol of liberation for the people.
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Delhi’s shift away from Modi-Trump 
bonhomie as India prepares its foreign 

policy for a Biden win
-Saharsh Panjwani

The past few months amidst the COVID-19 pandemic has seen a 
great deal of turbulence in India’s foreign relations especially with 
the Chinese faceoff in Ladakh. However, with less than a month to 
go for the United States Presidential elections and increasing odds 
indicating a Biden-Kamala win, India will look to reshape its 
partnership with the US which has been defined by the 
Trump-Modi bonhomie in the past few years. The last week of 
October, just a week before the presidential elections will see the 
2+2 strategic talks where both the Foreign affairs and Defence 
Ministers (Secretary of State and Defence for the USA)  for both 
the countries engage. India will look to finalise BECA (Basic 
Exchange and Cooperation Agreement for Geo-Spatial 
Cooperation) and along with the LEMOA and COMCASA will 
form the basis of a defence partnership between the two countries. 
This would be particularly crucial as India looks to deescalate the 
situation in Ladakh and the United States and Russia can be key 
diplomatic powers to encourage the same. 

Permanent ceasefire deal signed between 
warring Libyan factions

-Sajusha Ashok

Libya’s long history marred by violence and bloodshed witnessed 
a ray of hope: the two main warring factions of the civil war 
agreed to a permanent ceasefire on 23 October 2020. The 
agreement was signed at the United Nations in Geneva following 
talks between Khalifa Haftar’s Libyan National Army (LNA) and 
the UN-backed Government of National Accord (GNA). This 
agreement was signed four months after Haftar’s men were forced 
to retreat from their positions in Tripoli which they attempted to 
capture. The success of the ceasefire is contingent on the reaction 
of the foreign actors - such as Russia, Turkey, the United States, 
Britain, and France - who have driven this years-long conflict. 

Global Hunger Index: India Once Again 
Performs Poorly

-Shivangi Singh

India ranked 94 among the 107 nations in the Global Hunger 2020  
Last year, India’s rank was 102 out of 117 countries . Even though 
India's ranking may have improved from last year, its performance 
is still  placed worse than Pakistan (88th Rank) and Bangladesh 
(75th Rank). India’s overall score was 27.2. This places India in the 
serious category. As per the report, 14% of India’s population is 
undernourished. India once again emerged as the worst performer 
in the child wasting rates. Wasting in children is the condition 
where they have “ low weight for their height reflecting acute 
malnutrition”. India’s child wasting rate for 2020 stood at 17.3%
Worldwide, no country featured in the extremely alarming 
category. However, we see three countries - Chad, Temor-Leste 
and Madagascar featured in the alarming category.

Police brutality in Nigeria 
-Sanjana Pimoli
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Nigeria, one of the most populous countries in Africa is in a 
precarious condition due to the nationwide protest over police 
brutality - kidnapping, assault, and murder by a special unit known 
as Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS). On 20 October, the 
demonstration took an ugly turn when the soldiers resorted to 
shooting down the protestors, further insinuating the concern over 
police brutality in the country. SARS was formed in 1984 with the 
objective of curbing violent crime. Despite being credited for  
reducing brazen lawlessness actions in the initial years, the police 
unit has been accused of indulging in criminal offences without any 
accountability. Amnesty International reported that there have 
been at leastleast 82 cases of torture, ill-treatment and extrajudicial 
executions by SARS officers between January 2017 and May 2020. 
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The Third Wave Is Here
-Anushka Sharma

Amidst the trending developments of U.S. presidential elections, 
coronavirus is gaining pace. 
Given that the United States has crossed more than 8 million in 
numbers for known cases of corona, tuesday saw more than 60,000 
new cases being reported as per a tally by John Hopkins University. 
Meanwhile, Europe recorded a weekly high of over 9 lakh cases as 
recorded by the WHO. The european hospitals are overburdened by 
the rising infections as Spain became western Europe’s worst hit 
country. 
Italy has introduced new restrictions due to the climbing cases 
while Ireland has reimposed the lockdown to curb the resurgence.

Armenia-Azerbaijan truce agreed and 
broken

-Devang Laddha

Armenia and Azerbaijan had agreed a truce for a ceasefire between 
the two countries. However, just after the truce was to go into 
effect, an Armenian defence ministry spokesperson said that 
Azerbaijan had fired artillery shells and rockets into Armenia, 
violating the ceasefire.
Azerbaijan in response has accused Armenia of also violating the 
ceasefire. While the back and forth happens, the situation on the 
ground remains tense, and clashes can erupt anytime.

Pope supports same-sex unions
-Radha Varadarajan

In a radical shift in his own as well as the Vatican’s position in the 
matter, Pope Francis defended the union of same sex couples and 
their right to have families. His shift in position was revealed in a 
new documentary “Francesco” that premiered Wednesday at the 
Rome Film Festival. Reports revealed that the documentary 
featured the Pope encouraging  a gay couple to raise their children 
in their parish church.
In an interview with the Washington Post, Rev. James Martin, a 
prominent Jesuit who has advocated for the church to more openly 
welcome LGBT members, said, “This is the first time as pope he’s 
making such a clear statement.” Pope Francis had opposed efforts 
to legalize same-sex marriage in 2010 when he was archbishop of 
Buenos Aires.

Amazon rainforest approaching tipping 
point, to be classified as Savannah

-Shreyas Ashok Kumar

Researchers have warned that due to the massive deforestation 
efforts and effects of climate change in the Amazon rainforest, it 
may be on the verge of moving from a close-canopy rainforest to 
an open savannah, a potentially catastrophic tipping point in 
climate change. According to a recent study led by Arie Staal, close 
to 40% of the rainforest is at the stage of shifting to a savannah and 
although this transformation occurs over decades, it is a difficult 
process to reverse once initiated and this initiation is not far away. 
A lack of rainfall due to climate change has increased its 
flammability, and this year’s forest wildfires saw an increase of 60% 
in fire hotspots, leading to mass deforestation in many areas.
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